THE FALL OF THE MONARCHY
been exchanged was to express his regret that Marat,
by his constant appeals to violence, should have
destroyed the influence for good his paper had exer-
cised in the beginning. But, said Robespierre—trying
to be indulgent—no doubt, as far as the violence was
concerned, Marat did not mean all he said. Whereupon
Marat burst out:
"Know, that the cries of rage and protest you imagine
I do not mean are among the mildest that well up in
my heart! Know, that had I been able to rely upon the
Paris populace, I would, after the infamous decree
against the Nancy garrison, have extirpated the bar-
barians responsible for it! Know, that after the judg-
ment rendered by the Chatelet court in the events of
the 5th and 6th of October, I would have burned at
the stake the iniquitous judges of that infamous tribu-
nal! Know, that if after the massacre of the Champ-
de-Mars I had been able to find two thousand men
animated by the same sentiments that wrung my heart,
I would have stabbed to death the general in the midst
of his cohorts, burned the despot in his palace, and
impaled the atrocious representatives in their seats, as
I then advised to do!"
His sonorous voice shook with passion as he spoke.
A slight defect of speech, which caused him to pro-
nounce the c and s as g, seemed to give the tirade
even greater explosive force. His face had taken on a
sardonic expression, and he gesticulated wildly. Now
and then he would raise himself on his toes, as if borne
upward by the force of his passion, and he punctuated
each sentence by stamping his foot. "Robespierre", he
reports, "listened to me with horror. He paled visibly,
and for some time remained silent."
Marat does not give us Robespierre's reply. The
latter, in his statement, merely says he told Marat that

